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without wars. We are alive to that, and are already making
our preparations. But it is no longer a question of restoring
old frontiers, it is no longer a question of turning to the west
or the east; all these Ideas are out of date. Nor does the fact
that Germany, with Soviet Russia, has been the first country
to grasp the message of the twentieth century imply that she
is destined to become the leading World Power in the old
nationalist and imperialist sense."

I replied that I had heard all this so often that I was
afraid it had become no more than empty phrasemaking.
What, for instance, was meant by "the message of the
twentieth century"?

"Of course/' he replied, "that is just a phrase coined for
the dull of comprehension. All it means is that the technical
system is no longer the servant of industry and of profit but
the controlling element that will plan out and determine all
human relationships.'*

The young man returned once more to the object of his
mission, the effort to persuade me not to publish my book.
However justified, he said, its criticism of Nazism might be,
it would not arrest the development in Germany, and would
merely injure individual careers. There could no longer be
any question of the successful formation of an opposition
either within or without the party. Not only the army but
other influential elements had identified themselves with
Nazism, regarding it as the indispensable catalyst for the
preparation of the new order, and intending to make use
of it as such. Opposition now would be not only personally
indiscreet but mere sentimentality. It was impossible for
any political order to guarantee such human values as
freedom, personality, the inviolacy of the sphere of private
life, or individual moral responsibility. There was, indeed,
nothing to be gained by harping on these things and hold-
ing them dear in the old bourgeois fashion*

That is the last I heard of my former friend. There are
many roads to capitulation.